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It Is Time to Act.
The people of Richmond are to bo com¬

mended for their conservatism. In the

oyes of some of our neighbors wo may

be a little slow, but wo nro never rash.

We adopt no measures until they have

been carefully considered. It Is that sort

nt conservatism thnt gives character and

stability to a people. Never has Rich¬

mond's conservatism shown to better ad¬

vantage than in dealing with tho ques¬

tion'of expansion. Long ago we outgrew

our dimensions and expansion seemed

Imperative, but wo havo walled until we

wero sure of the situation, until we

could discuss and Investigate nnd thresh
out nnd arrive at lnteligent conclusion.
It Is a tribute to the patriotism and

wisdom of the Richmond people that so

many of our citizens have given this sub¬

ject their careful attention. Wo havo had

meeting nfter meeting, and speech after

speech; we have had discussions in balls,
on the street corners, through the public
press and In the Council chamber. We

have given the most patient and Indus¬

trious investigation and at last the Com¬

mittee on Charter. Ordinance and Re¬

form is ready to report. The report will

be submitted to the Council on Monday
night and -will be further discussed before
thut body.
The Tlmes-Dlspatch believes that the

report of the committee should be adopt¬
ed. We are not disposed to force our

views upon the Council, and wc are cer¬

tainly not disposed to bring any undue
infl'.ence to bear upon that body. Hut
we hope that citizens who have fully
made up their minds one way or tho
other, will not fail to express their views
to members of the Council, and let them

know what public sentiment is. If those
who oppose 'the lines <|is finally de¬
termined by the committee do not enter,
a protest and If no. general protest is

made the Council will very naturally and

properly decide that tho people arc satis-

i tied with the report and are willing that
Jt shnll be adopted. If there are those
who wish to speak either way, now Is the
time. They may speak to members of
the Council In private or they may go to

the meeting Qß. .-Monday nlglit and then
and there ??*· their vfews be known.
But, however that* may be, the time has

now come for action. The question has
been discussed up and down, and we can

see no need for further delay. Wc hope,
therefore, that the Council will act. Let
It bo remembered, too, that the action of
tbe Council is by no means final. The
Council will simply malte a motion in
court. The question will then ho heard la
court nnd evidence will bo taken on both
Eides and on all sides. Each and ovciy
Interest will be represented by counsel and
the court will finally render a decision
In accordance with what seems to be rea¬

sonably fair and oquitabl,, to nil inter¬
ests.
In the meantime the discussion bus only

served (o clear the public mind nnd la
nccentuatn the need for Greater Rich¬
mond. Vit h every meeting and with
every thought given to this subject, tbe
strength of the cause has grown, What
opposition there is to Grenter Richmond
is certainly not backed by any responsible
or Important part of this community.
Thero Is in some sections a little timidity
RS to taxes and In other sections a good
deal of political panic concerning city
offlecB, if the lines »re to be widened so

an to let In the vigorous volere of Fair-
mount, Chestnut Hill and Burton Heights.
Rut the citizen who only looks at the
growth of his city In health and business
and all those departments of civic life
which make for a great community is not
disturbed by such non-essentials. His af¬
fairs Is only to see dint hi« city gets
what It deserves'and I1I4 opportunity is
tight now to make his wishes respect¬
fully, but forcibly, known to thoso to
whom thn administration of our city af¬
fairs hue been given. The vast majority
of Ihe good cltiiens of this city uro |.
favor of going forward.

We Submit the Case.
Wo regret Hint tlie News Leader hau

been unable to repress Its risibles, The
Tiiiic^DiHputch may seem funny to our
contemporary, but the subject under dis-
eusidon, of alnslo or double primary, is
not funny. It is a scrlmis question; ¡1

question involving the interests of ttiiu
community, und It should 1,1· treated In
a serlou« wny. and not in the jocular
Yf!<-|, wfiJcb our contemporary liken to

*·'*£¦ W» bttvt no dispainoli to bandy

Jnkes Willi the News leader. Our pur-I
pose In discussing tho sttibject Is to get
at the merit.«, of the case sml to aid the
City Committee, as far ns we mny, In

adopting that course which will be In
tbe beat Interest of local ^government.
We are not concerned about the «indi«'
datett, either local or State, so much ns

we -are concerned about Richmond.
Tho News Leader «ays that, according

to publie report, tho committee has al¬
ready declt.ed oji its action. If that were

true, we should havo nothing more to
sny on the subject; but, 'in point of fact,
the committee will not decide until Its
next meeting Is held, and we again ex«

press tho hopo that we have produced
argument sufficient lo convince the com¬

mittee. It it needed to be convinced,
that there should be two primaries In¬
stead off one; that our local contest should
be determined In a local primary.
So far the News Leader has said noth¬

ing to change our view, nnd wo submit
tho case without further argument.

The Church anTîvfrT"Rockefeller.
A good friend of ours, whoso opinion,

wo highly esteem, because he Is not only
a wlso man, but ? just man. thinks that

wo were a llttlo hard on Mr. Rockefeller
In yesterday's paper. Wo said that tho
methods of the Standard Oil pompany,
of which Mr. Rockefeller Is tho head,
hnd been exposed and condemned, and
that when ho offered to contribute $100,1)00
to the Congregational Church for mis¬
sionary purposes, nn opportunity was

afforded to give these methods a rebuke,
and that wo believed that such a rebuke
would have boon worth far more to the
causo of religion than tbo money which
Mr. Rockefeller hnd contributed.
Our friend thinks that we were wrong

in condemning Mr. Rockefeller unheard,
lie believes from what ho has heard
that Mr. Rockefeller Is himself ? pious
man. · We have also heard from a distin¬
guished preacher, who is very Intimate
with Mr. Rockefeller, and who frequently
visits hlm'In. his home, that ho Is «a good
man nnd trying to do good. Wo nre not

disposed to condemn nny man unheard,
add we are willing to concede, as pur
'friend points out, that the Standard Oil
Company lias greatly reduced tho price
ot oil and given the people tv better arti¬
cle at a lower price. But the Standard
Oil Company has not been condemned· un-

hevtrd. It has been condemned time and

again by those who have looked into its

affairs, and It Is notorious that Its meth¬
ods have been cruel nnd heartless, to say

tlio least. These methods, according to

common report, nnd according to the

popular verdict, which Ib rarely wrong,

iire contrary In all respects to the teach¬

ings of the Bible and the teachings of
the church, and the church would bo

untrue to, Itself If It did not condemn
such methods always and rebuke them
whenever opportunity serves. If the
Standard Oil Company has not. been
convicted, ¡t Is at least under the gravest
suspicion, and we hold that unless the

church is satisfied that the ¡charges
against It are untrue, and that there Is

no ground for the popular verdict, It

should not accept money from the head
of that organization to carry on ils work.
Tho Times-Dlsrvitch is liberal In all

Its views, but however liberal wo may

be, we cannot think that the cause of

religion is helped, but rather Injured,
when the church, by any act, seems to

give countenance to ways and means o'f

piling up wealth which Its own code

denounces.

The Negro Vote.
Editor Carter Glass, of thç Lynchburg

News, has collected data from all tho

counties showing that of Uio 117,000

negroes wlio were qualified voters under

tho old regime only 21,000 have registered
throughout the State, and not half of

»hose 21,000 have qualified for voting by
baying their poll taxes. Of tho 301,000

white men able to voto under the old

regime 270.(00 have registered.
The new Constitution hns dono its

work well. It ihiis eliminated tho negro

vote, taken the negro question out of

politics and removed overy pretext for

dishonest elections. Nor hns the negro

been wronged. All who paid ns much as

«? dollar a yenr In taxes, and all others

who could by, their answers show that

they had sufllcient knowledge, of the prin¬
ciples of government to qualify them to

exercise the right of franchise-whites
and blocks.are now upon precisely the

saine footing In the matter of registration
and tlio educational test will apply with¬

out discrimination.
When all the dlfncultles are considered,

it seems almost wonderful that a plan
of suffrage so satisfactory in Its opera¬

tion should have been devised. It Is a

high tributo to the wisdom and patriot¬
ism of tho Constitutional Convention.

The Democratic Primaries.
.F.dltor of Tho Tlmes-Dispntch;
Sir,.Will you please answer the follow¬

ing questions through your query culmini?.
1. Under the party law or plan of hold¬

ing »rimarles, who will be entitled to
vole In the approaching primary for sen¬

ator and State officers?
2. Does the fact of a voter's participât'·

ing In the primary carry with it an honor
pledge to support. Hie nominee of the pri¬
mary?

3. Should I hose known to be Republi¬
cans bo permitted to participate when
lhere is no assurance thnt they would
support the nominee? ,

i. Should a man, who, though a Dem«
ocrnt, hut who probably declares that
hn \<-ould not support the ticket If e.ei·.

tuln parties were the nominees, but would
support the Republican ticket Instead, be

permitted lo participate in the primary?
DEMOCRAT.

In reply to the first question,, the Dem¬
ocratic, plan udopted by tbe State Conven¬
tion at Richmond on Juno 10. Wl, pro¬
vides that "All white Democrats who
are, or will bo, legal voters nt tho. elee«
tlon, nt which the General Assembly Is
to bo chosen, which Is to elect a United
States senator, shall bo entitled to vote
nt liny primari· election held to nominate
a perty senatorial candidate; and til nil
other ptliiiiiiy elections hereinafter pro«
vlded for, all white Democrat., who are,
or will be, legal voters at the general
election next following tho primary til

Which they offer tu vote shall be entitled
to voto at such primary."
In answer tu tho other question, the

primary plan provide:, Unit "All poraoiie
pari|c.i|iating In any of suhl elcciluns shall
thereby be considered aß binding them-

selves to vote for the nominee or nomi¬
nees in the ensuing general election."

It Is very plain from this thnt only
Democrats aro expected to participate in
the- Democratic prjtnnrles nnd every Dem¬
ocrat who docs so participate undoubtedly
pledges himself to support the nominee or
nominees of that primary "in tho ensuing
general election."

Death of Mr. PurvÉS.
'Wo ? re distressed to hear of the death
of Mr. Alexander Purves, of the Hampton
Normal. Ho was modest and retiring, ami
never pushed himself Into public notice,
but he wns a man of unusual Intellec¬
tual abilities nnd moral force. He wns a

student of flumicini and economie' qtios-'
Hone nnd contributed many Interesting
and Instructive pnpòt's on these topics to
current literature. His work at Hampton
wns a sacrifiée for humanity, hut it wns.
a willing sacrifice nnd he gave cheer¬
fully. Ho gave pven hie valuable life to
a cause which appealed to hlr/henrt, but
tho sacrifico wns not in vain. Ho tolled
for tho uplift'of moll and women of two
dlsndvantngcd races, who woro committed
to his enre. In big gentle way, he spoke
words of encouragement to thotn and gnv0
friendly ndvico and .timely assistance, but'
better than all, ho furnished In himself
a model of Chrlstlnn manhood. The In¬
fluence ot such n. life is abiding,

Mr. Carnegie denies thnt ho .«wild It was

disgraceful to die rich. Possibly ¡Mr. Car¬
negie is finding that It will be Impossible
to give away ,hls fortune, and that in
splto of himself, ho will die.a millionaire.
Richmond ought to feol ashamed of her¬
self.

As a matter of fact, as wo pointed ;out
yesterday; the law-makers of Virginia
tako n different, view. They ordain thnt
State nnd county, or city, officials shnll
be oloetod at the same election on tho
same day..The News leader.
But the parti· organization doos not so

ordain. It leaves tho question of singlo
or double primaries entirely to tho dis¬
cretion, of the local committees.
Suppose we wero to nominate nil city

officers this time.Mnyor, counclhnen, and
all the. rest.would tho News Leader still
be in 'favor of having a-slngle primary?
Since his arrest Gesslen Rossenu has

shown,a tendency to claim a'leading part
in most every dynamiting plot' that Is
mentioned to him, but has so far refrain¬
ed from asserting that he was the 'origi¬
nator of the Gunpowder Plot. .

The statement of the globe-trotting New
Yorker that be was captured by pygmies
In Africa, e.?cnping only through the love
of nn abbreviated pygmy maiden, will
strike some as not reading like a nar¬

rativo sobor.

April is here and so are the! pencil and
apple, blossoms,- find now if April will
just keep wann enough to head off tho
lato frosts all other short comings will
bo forgotten.

Easter hats will carry smaller flowers
this year, so it is snld, but there Is no

Intimation thnt there will be any diminu¬
tion In the account rendered to the man

who ipays the freight.
March came In lamb like, roihnlned'

like a lamb for thlrty-onn days and wont
out ns gentle as any lamb that was over

seen. Possibly March turned the 'lion
act over to April.
Tho novelty of a senatorial campaign-

extending beyond tiip0 confines of tho
Capitol Squaro Is going tp make things
mightly lively in old Virginia this sum¬
mer.

'

And so the "'President Is too busy nr-

rnnglng for his western-southern trip to
listen to the tale of woo thnt conies up
from the colored contingent of the Yazoo
Delta.

Spring 1ms given us a pop call, and
wo suspect she is only waiting for nn
invitation to take off her bonnet and
spend quite a while with us.

Tlie Czar of all the Russlas still wants
to fight It out to tho bitter end. Close
rendors of war news are under the Im¬
pression thnt ho lias reached it already;
The congressional invasion df the Phil¬

ippines this summer will bring about
that lasting pence Hint could In no other
way be obtained.

Oyania seems to have gotten between
Kuropatkin and St. Petersburg and so

tho general's return has been postponed
Indefinitely,
There aro many rumors to· the offset

that a largo number of wedding bells
havo been appointed to ring out the
Lenten' season.

The kind nf fiorai suasion that Castro
needs Is the kind Hint goes out .from"
the port holes of tiyo or threo warships
at close range. ¿ '; :'f,^3M
Admiral Nfbagatpft may change the

significance of his nanu· to sonic extent
when he sees Admiral Togo approach't
Ing.
Now don't pick up anything you see

lying on Ihe street to-ilay. It may be

lylns hi.-more ways than one.

All fool's duy und you will have lo
consult the census to determine how
many lire Atr'ctly In It.

The oyster Industry 'has but one· inoro
"R" to go iipfth this season, and thnt Is
n limiteli one.

"Second Napoleon" Oyama differs from'
tho first In that he keeps going towards
Moscow.

Tho Easier hut will bo no joke, »bin a

sad reality.to the man who has to pay
for it.

Haven't heard a word from your Uncle
(iroverli duck hunt, "I'was not over tinis.

.More, bombs are lining thrown In Wur-
saw than basn-lialls lu Richmond.

It appears Unit .Mrs, Cassie will IlllVii
a long, (fillet time to think It all over,

Tho one thing (hat druwns out Ihe
talk of peace Is the din «if arms.

Admiral Nebiigntiiff will necessarily he
Il little slow In reaching tlie front.

Mrs. Reader is something of a dreamer
»Wo.

THE LATEST BOOKS
UNDER BRIEF REVIEW.

A .P.ïllMCM TO ORDER, lîj* Chnrles
Stokcá Wayne. Pages, 317; $1.G?. John
Lane, New York.

A very cleverly written story, in which
an American hero. Carey Grey, of New
Vork, Is subjected to hypnotic Inlluenco,
kidnappet! nn(j nearly torced to Imperson¬
ato the heir to the Budavlan throne, the
Crown Prince, "Maximilian.
Unfortunately* for tho entire succose

of the plot, ¡n' which Mr. drey's German
valet, Ltitz.^and Herr Doctor Schllppon-
bach, tho court physician of Btitlavla, are
the prlhclpal actors, tho physlclnn Is
seized with, mortal Illness before Mr.
Q'rey, of Now York, has been compiotcly
transformed into Prince Maximilian, of
Budavlu. Mr. Grey, relieved of Schllppen-
bach's treatment by thu hitter's Illness,
recovers hi? sense of Identity and la
amassed to discover himself, In Paris, In
tho niltlsi of unfamiliar environment and
with strange faces and companions nil
about hlm.
ßxerthin his memory, he realizes that

sovoral months havo passed since ho can
last connect himself with his homo and
frlonds In Now York. His suspicious nre
shnrply aroused by his meeting' with nn
American friend, wlio refers him to con¬
tain files of.the New York Herald, that
he mny procure at a Parisian news-stand,
for tho trnns-Allnntlc version of his dis¬
appearance from his nativo 'city and
sphere of action. Grey -finds the files,
rendit nnd perceives that ho Is believed
In New York to havo hpen first nn cm-
hczzlcr of funds to n. considerable ex¬
tent, and afterward» a suicide. Ho re¬
ceives additional detalle of his trip on
the steamer from Now York to ICuropo
through the lips of on Irishman, John**
James OMbu-a, whom ho meets at a res¬
taurant, 'and to whom ho comidos his
perplexities and his belief that he Is tho
victim of a mysterious conspiracy. O'Hnra
Rives him credence and sympathy, cau¬
tions him to bo prudent and' watchful In
ordor that ho may lenrn tho plans formed
against him and defeat them, and pledges
his help In any emergency that may arise.
Afterward, in playing tho part assigned

¡him, Gray Is recalled to the'deathbed of
'Schllppenboch. Tbo dying man realizes
that his, power over his victim is ended,
hut appeals to him with his last breath
to continuo the Imposltlonlhlready begun,
nnd to present himself as the rightful
ibelr to the throno of Budavla on the death
of tho. king of that country, who lingers
In the. grasp of a. fatal disease. Tlio
Crown,Frlnoa, kidnapped In his childhood,
«ta., known bv Sciillppcnbach to be no
longer living, but to accomplish his
dosjroe·". lie has deceived the Budavlan
ministry, and proposes to present Carey
Grey, Of New York, as the future ruler
of a kingdom In Europe.:
Tho American finds himself so beset

with dangers and so entangled In a net¬
work of sophistry thnt he cannot follow
out his first Impulses, proclaim himself
for the man he Is, and defeat the designs
of 'the gang by whom ho is surrounded.
Ho has,, seemingly, to swim'with tne tide,
instead of against it.
The manner in which he Is .finally set

free, cleared from blame and complicity,
reunited to the girl whom ho loves and
who loves hlm. and permitted to return
with her to his American home, is told
in a series.iOf very dramatic chapters that
finish the, story of Mr. Wayne's book.
The romain») Is bright, crisply written
nnd full p't/interest. The book has in it
the lenicnls which mnke for success In
lictlon*. and It promises much for the fu¬
ture career of Its author.

THE PRINCESS PASSES. By C. N. nnd
A. Mi-rAVIIllamson. Pagos, .'UK); $l.i*0..
Henrv.fHoIt and Company, New York-
Bell Rook and Stationery Company,
iRichmo'nd.

This neW story by tho authors of "The
Lightning Conductor" possesses many of
the.attractions, which fnvornbly Introduced
Mr.? and Mra. "Williamson's earlier work
tu a large circle of readers. The clever¬
ness mul "JßrJÄl'lUness of that amusing
book Is 'conspicuous here, and so is the
wli)rrlng;of¿a, devil-Wagon's Internals and
exciting atltl Interesting motor rldos- over
.s'octWiw'*Bfitlfeim'ap of Europe. Even tho
mainspring of the slight plot is set going
,ijy our old friends, Molly and her spouse
of the title nickname, wlio ore no sooner
married themselves thn ? thoy fnll to de¬
vising a. similar fate for' th'elf two very
good friends, Ixird Lane and a stunning
American heiress parried Mercedes. Both
of these latter young peoplo hnd recently
been victims.of "affairs" that turned out
unhappily/and were quite ready, Individ¬
ually,· to betirkon to.the promptings or
their two wily friends in favor of a sol¬
itary tramp afoot with a donkey pack
over the Swiss mountains.' The English
earl had heard of Mercedes, but naturally
lie never thought of connecting her with
the astonishing "boy" whom he ran into
en route, and with whom he soon joined
forces. 'Lane's blindness In this regard
will probably not bo shared by Ilio per¬
spicuous reader, who would naturally
question Hie propriety of a genuine male
youth footing It about the country with
no other companion than a mnld servant.
Several other more or less ombarrasslng
perplexities would naturally suggest
themselves In connection with this rather
odd tour a deux, but they did not appear
to have occurred to Lord Liine, who ac¬

cepted "Boy" at bis face value and
quickly learned to lovo hlm like a younger
brother.
Viewed with an eye resolutely closed

to tho simple Impossibility of the situation
which the authors servo up In so matter-
of-fact a way, the story Is well bundled
and decidedly readable. It Is true that
the Interpolated descriptions of places and
scenes, whllo undoubtedly of somo value
in a guide-book sort of way for thoso
specially interested in the topography of
the route, rather mar the steady progress
of the mirraiIvo, and at times seem ¡?

bit out of piuco; (but any ono who doesn't
cure for them Is privileged to skip, and
they are not a very noteworthy feature
in any case, Tlio authors' mantici· Is vi¬
vacious, nfton witty, and tho situation,
even if not convincing, at least does not
allow the Interest to Hag. Tho whole¬
hearted and unsuspecting friendship be¬
tween "Man" and "Boy," though not the.
most naturili occurrence «in the world, Is
yet full nf a pretty sentiment, and wo
liave enjoyed rondine about it. Indeed,
tho bonk ns a. whale Is one willoh afforded
us no little pleasure, and wo cheerfully
commend It,

THE FfGITlVE BLACKSMITH. By
Charles D. Stewart. Pages, ¡fil; jl.So.
The Century Company, New York.

This new book, by a new writer, is chiefly
noteworthy for Its freshness and origi¬
nality.qualities which aro rather rarer
nowadays than som« others of no less
importance after their kind. "The. Fugi¬
tive Blacksmith" Is a. rather strange com-
'pnsltn, ami perhaps because of this very
lack of steady sequence and progress to¬
ward a definite conclusion, rends less llko
fiction than llko fact. The haphazard
way in which Bill and Stumpy move about
tho country seeking work, without any
llxed plans for tho future. Is the sort
of. thing that,'' really happens In life,
rather than what wo usually put Into our
hook**· ?-?????? nf the incidents of the
story, indeed, are said to have been
drawn from the author's personal experi¬
ences. Tin* bulk of tho narrative Is In
the vivid colloquial stylo of Stumpy, who
recounted it to Plnerty, of Ireland, and
the sandhouso In tho Memphis Railroad
yards. Piuoriy's sandliouse was ? hos¬
pitable Inn for tramps and, gentlemen
generally who were in need of a night's
inexpensive lodging. Thither did Stumpy
drop in regularly for thn solaces of sjuni-
bor, niiylitir for his bunk-room by tho
spinning of yarns to ids host, w|io wii3
fond of a rollicking talo; and hero, In sev¬
eral instaltnoii's, was the story of BUI.
"the fugitivo blacksmith," set forth for
the delectation of the reader and of je|n,
erty.
Stumpy and Bill met In the casual way

familiar to men of the road, and almost
Instantly struck up· un'offensive and de¬
fensivo alllnnco, pespito Stumpy'« phy¬
sical· deficiency, Hill never forsook him
nfter Unit, though Bill was-'under a cor¬
tnln cloud which made It necessary for
hlm to move swiftly unti quietly und to
lotti alive at all times. Thoy had stringe
iidletfitVos ttqretlinr, beginning with tho
eluy when Slumpy's peg leg got broke off
midway, nnd Bill had to cast about for
menos to make a new one, Afterwards
BUI got Into the smithy business, for
which naturo had peculiarly endowed him,
and thrived at II, and later still we. limi
them herding sheep In a spot where ho
went four weeks at ? clip without seeing
u human soul, ami another four weeks
after that and another, it was tho sort of
loneliness that drives herders croüy, but
iliut Bill did not loso his Ingenuity I«

evident from the way in which he escape«!
.from tho mud bolo that day when the
heifer fell ncrofis his lap and pinioned him
down so thnt lie couldn't ntlr.

Hill had tho knack ot doing things and'
of getting on, In the words of the Latin:
.motto on his lucky piece, he could stand
up pretty nearly anywhere you threw hlrn.
Oils adventures and Stumpy'» are told with
spirit and humor, nnd most men will lind
Stunipy's recital of them entertaining and
good to read.

THE SMOKE-EATERS. By Hnrvey J.
O'HIgglns. Pp. 300. $1.60. The Cen¬
tury Co,, New York,

The heroes of this book are the city
firemen, whose training hns taught them,
In their own expressive phrase, to "eat
smoke and spit black buttons." In tho
Hiera] sense of the word, perhaps no
men are so thoroughly qualllled to lie tho
heroes of any story as these knights of
the hook-nnd-lndiler, who, In tho true
words of the·author, "accept the call of
nn heroic duty ns the merest brcud-and-
butter matter of their evcry'dny."
Nnturally, the ten stories In this volume
deal with episode« selected for tholr ex¬
citement and dramatic Interest,' nnd It
would doubtless bo ? mistake to assume
Hint the flromnn's life Is simply a suc¬
cession of thoso lialr-brendth escapes, Wo
have no knowledge, personally, ns to the
mortality among ffremon, but it presum¬
ably Is not so great ns this would' Imply.
Nevertheless, It Is obviously truo thnt
firemen are always oxpeotod to bo ready
to risk their live« and that they are con¬
stantly and cheerfully doing it.
Tlio storv of tho nromun is a heroic

and appealing one, and It Is meet npd
proper thut It should have been written.
Mr. O'HIgglns, who, as a reporter, on a
metropolitan dally, became familiar with
the routine life of. a certain flro crew, Is
well qualified hoAJiy this experienco and
his own iiibllltleH to do It. Tho tales are
not merely worth whllo for the Informa¬
tion nnd light they shed upon an Interest¬
ing subject, but' they nro decidedly good
merely as stories. ? big ilro is usually
the setting for (inch episode in the col¬
lection, upon which tho author spreads
some complication of the human sort In
the characters or attitudes of his people.
The opening story, describing tho escape
of a nquàd of firemen, mostly probation¬
ers, from the sixth story of a burning
building, by menno of a slender living
chain thrown out along a three-Inch
ledge, is tho sort to make any healthy
masculine render sit up and hold his
breath.

THE PROBATIONER. By Herman
Whitnker. Pages, S2!>; $1.26. Harper
and Brothers, New York. Bell -Book
and Stationery Company, Rlohmond.

The Canadian Northwest Is the scene of
Mr, Will taker's baker's doren of talcs.
a spot whero you got "seven white
months, a yard of snow on the level and
a mean temperature of thirty-five bolow."
His peopie am like his scenes, rugged,
forceful, unndorned and' primitivi.·, and
his plots are grim and without the lenven
of much .humor. Of no great originality
In construction or telling, the stories
make, by their slmpleness and elemcntal-
ness, an appeal to heart and sympathies.
The underlying Idea of the first tale, not
to speak ot tho details of Its working out,
Is about as old as the hills. "The Proba¬
tioner" Is an Eastern-bred minister, who
is called1 on approval to a wild north
country pastorate. Just naturally tho boys
"laid for" him, and so. In a way, did
Miss Ruth AValton, the terror of the par¬ish, who was pobular with tho boys and
who had personally run off threo preced¬
ing ministers. We are willing to let tho
reader guess whether or not the probation
parson banged McCloud In the eye, af¬
terwards nursed him through a dangerousillness, captivated all the boys, and con¬
cluded by- reading out tho hanns for self
and· Ruth.'

IRELAND'S STORY. By Charles John¬
ston and Carita Spencer. Pp. AU. Si.to
net. Houghton, Mlffln and Company,Boston, , . .. ,

<iA.brief and handy, yet compiete -his¬
tory of Ireland, modern in manner and
style of presentation, has for some time.
It would seem to us. heen on the list of
books needed. In supplying this need
tho authors of tho present volume havo
dono a piece of work that was quite worth
while. '.Ireland's story" gives the his¬
tory of tho sons of the Emerald Isle, from
the earliest times down almost to tho
present day. Considering th« relatively
small size pf the volume, a largo amount
of historical fact has been squeezed be¬
tween the covers, to which, of course,
has necessitated consistent brevity in
tlio telling. Indeed, the chief criticism
on thl« volunto Is one jiearly always ap¬
plicable to short accounts of largo mat¬
ters.namely, that condensation has been
carried to a peint which makes unllluml-
nated and unsatisfactory reading. A. cer-
tnln amoupt of justice In this criticism
cannot bo gainsaid, but "Ireland's
Story" Is no more open to it thnn any
other book of Its class and length. Tho
book Is typographically excellent, Is
fully equipped with Illustrations, Indexes,
summaries, etc., nnd (s In every way ad¬
mirably adapted for a text book.

SELENE. By Amollo. Rives. Pp. SO.
Harper. & Brothers, New York. Bell
Book and Stationery Co., Richmond.

This latest publication of the Princess
Troubetskoy takes the form of a dra¬
matic poem, which the authoress, calls
Selene and which boldly challenges com¬
parison with the Endymion of Keats, the
story being the same in effect. The power
of Imagination possessed by the Princess
Is clearly seen in the poem which has
many beautiful passages scattered
throughout Its pages. One of tl\o best ex¬
amples Is taken from Lovo's admonition
to Diane, contained |n the llnes'which say:
"Knowing me, tako comfort;
'My shrifts, though keen,' strike wisdom

through the blood;
My wounds, tbotigli never/ healed, heal

tlio soul,
By pride and scorn and self-devotion

cankered.
My service, worthily done, makes kings

moro kingly, '.
FYoelh tlio souls of slaves, to gods adds

god bend.· .

Yen, even theo, O daughter of great Zeus,
Will render moro divino."

Magazine Notes.
James Rryce, Georgo íKennnn, Edith

Rickert, Garrett P, Servlss and J. Horn,
neo MoFarhind aro among the contributors'
to the Outlook's illustrated magazine
number for Apri). Notable Illustrations
urn those from photographs by ??·. James
Rlcaitnn of the siege of Port Arthur, ac¬
companying Mr.. Kennnn's "Story of Port
Arthur"; thoso picturing the marvels of
photography In' astronomy, as described
by Mr. Servlss; the charming pictures of
spring buds and blossoms with Mr,

C.*.#\ Woods Seeds. /

SEED CORN.
Inorease your crops by planting
our Improved and «elected
Seed Corns. All of our Seed
Corns are Southern-grown,
acollmatlzed and givo muoh
better crop results than North¬
ern or Western-grown seed.
W· are also headquarters for

Sorghums, Kaffir Cora,
Teosinte, Cow Peas, Soja

and Velvet Beans,
ami nil Southern Forage crops.
Write for seasonable Price List
mid Descriptive Catalog, Mailed
free.

y T. W. Wood & Sons, Seedsmm, ?

f RICHMOND, · VimiHIA. \
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Baking ífowder
MaJces Cleadn Bree^d
i ··· \0 \ With Royal Baking Powder there is
W ho mixing with the hands, no sweat of
b the brow. Perfect cleanliness, greatest

facility, sweet, clean, healthful food. ;

f'u'l^. instructions in the. " Royal Baker and Pastry Cook" jpd^ for making all kinds of breaii biscuit ancl cake (
', with Royal Baking Powder. Gratis to any address»

X HOYAL BAKING POWDER CO., 100 WILLIAM 8T., UZVf YORK, ~J-

LUMINOUS LAUGHS^LUNCHEON
By LYMAN F. GEORGE.

(Copyright, 180,1-5, by George Book Pub. Oo., Boston, Mass.)
>.</

ADAMíÁGIIÍIIYi

Adam^Afflityrw'tíTtócílitjrA,jalked of Matter's divisibility;
Atoms' dimensions infinitesimal
He figured down to the finest decimal·.
Yet he didn't know that the recret of life
Was three little children, a kitten and wife.

MORAL

Some stuff. With erudition;
And some with deglutition,
But it doesn't seem to me,toÎfc.thVnussîôriof a maa
The ologies of the colleges,
Are nothing but apologies,
Compared to wife and familyTwhich'is Dame Nature's plan.

McF>irland/s (The Awakening of the
Trees"; the fine architectural Illustration
of'Mr. Maurice B.'Blscoe's "Church Archi¬
tecture." ono ot three Informative papers
on this topic; and the reproductions of thu
best work of "A Historian In Bronzo".Mr.
James E. Kclley.
Impressions Quarterly for March has

been somewhat delayed, byt is now out
in new cover- dress, with two attractive
plates, one being a reproduction of a sub¬
marine study after a painting by Walter
H. Pritchard, the other a reproduction of
a photograph of La Torre del Mangia, both
dono In color tone prints.' The number
Includes- several notable articles, begin¬
ning new series for tho,year. "Tho Saga
of King Hamlet ot Denmark," by Adelino
Knapp and Nico Beck-Meyer, will bo
followed by other renderings of tho Dan¬
ish Sages in subsequent numbers; Regina
E. Wilson has a first pnper in a series of
"Art and Life." Prof. Thomas R. Bacon
writes in ills Individual style of "La Torre
del Mangia," followed by an "Apprecia¬
tion" of Walter H. Pritchard, the artlet
of the submarine world, by Robert Lang-
ley Porter, and one of President David
Starr Jordan by Georgo Whnrton Jamas.
The poetry In the number consists of "Tlio
Annunciation1' by Howard V. Sutherland,
a Lyric, "April" by C. G. Blandón,-and
a sonnet reprinted from Rlchurd Reulf,
and finally, a Prose Pastel by L. D.
\"*entura.

Tho special features of the April Re-
vjow of Reviews ure a character sketch
of Field Marshal Oyumu, the Japanese
victor of Mukden,' by'Adaehl Klnnosukc;
illustrated artioles on "Portland and the
Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition,"
by Edgar B. Piper, and "What the Port¬
land Exposition Really Celebrates," by
Agnog C. I««aut; an appreciation of Dr.
Edwin A. Alderman, wtiio Is to bo Install¬
ed on Jefferson's birthday, April 13. as rtrst
president of tho University of Virginia, by
Prof. William P. Trent, followed by a

description of '.'Thomas Jqfferson's Uni¬
versity," with pictures, by Prof, chnrles
W. Kent! a lull account of tho govern¬
ment's beef Investigation by Dr. Edward
Dann Durand, special examiner ot tho
Bureau of Corporations'; tho story of the
Kansas oil fight by diarios M'. Harger; a

study of Ausiro-Hungarian contemporary
politics, with portraits of Emperor Francis
Joseph and other linporlnnt personalities,
by Dr. M. Briumfeld; nil Illustrated article
on "The Centenary of Hans Christian
Andersen." by Julius MorlUOn; a plea for
"Bivd-ltunitlng with the. Camera;" , U*y
Herbert ?? Job, Illustrated entirely from,
photographs of birds In wild life taken by
the- author; a, description of the David
d'Angers bust of Washington, presented
to. the American people op February 2i'd
last, by Charle» E.· Falrmiin; and a «r|«f
paper on "Dr. William Osier and His Bal¬
timore Address,1/
The anniversary number of the Burr

Mclntosb Monthly (April) is ono of tho
most attractive Issues of "Tho most beau¬
tiful magazlno in the world" put out by
the publishers, p contains three page«
in superb colors, sixteen- pages In two
colors and forty other pages In duotone
Ink. all printed on ilner enamel paper.
Several' well known society people are
portrayed, among thorn Mrs. Daniel R.
Hannu, Mrs.'Stephen B. Elkins and Mrs.
J. R. Hageln. ICxqulslta vlows of-Palm
Beach ,Flu., find the. automobile races ut
Ormond are among the panoramic pictures
shown. Othor·Nature views complote the
number, und tjic magazine Is bound in'·,
the usual unique form with silk cord. ', \
Thn International Quurtorly for Aprii

contains a striking essuy by Maurice Máej*
terllnck, lq which tlio»force.» ut play on u
modorn battlulleld uro analyzed in a pe¬
culiarly, suggestivo way under the Milo
of "The Gods of .War." Other essuya In
the current Issue of t'hlH Journal urn con¬
tributed by iKenyon Cox on "Michelan¬
gelo," Ol;uklira-Ku.kiizo, thn Jnpaiiesti
writer, oq "The Cup of Humanity" (teap
Professor N· S. Sluiler on "The Futuro
of Power"; Gustav Lqiihou on' "Tho His¬
torio Method of Jqlo», Michelet"; Sydney
Olivier, lute Governor of Jamaica, on
"The White Men's Burden at Home"; the
Rev. Washington Gladden on "The fhuj-oii

nnd Social Work"; and by Captain E. I*
Zallnskl, U. S. A. (retired), on "Modorn
Siege Operations nt Port Arthur."

....?......

J THIS DAY IN HISTORY )
\ April Ist. t

C IW»»*»I ¦»»¦ K^^H-^fcT' m»^»*»» «M
1405.Tamerlane, cium oí tlio Tartar*,

died. He Is suppofod to have been

the son of a shepherd, and raised him¬

self by his courage and prudonco to

the sovereignty of nearly three-quar¬
ters Of tho world. He was preparing
for the invasion of China when death
put a stop to his career at the early
ape of thirty-six.

1712.Lord Bollngbroke stated In Parlia¬
ment that In tho great contest called
the "glorious wars of Queen Anne,"
the Duke of Márlborough had not lost
a single, batle, .and yet tlio French
had carried tholr point, the succes¬

sion to tho Spanish monarchy, the
pretended cause for so great an en¬

terprise. Dean Swift called thl»
statement "a due donation for ait
fools' day." **

1784.At Monniouth nsslacs a girl, aged
eighteen, was burned for murdering
her mistress. This 'was among the
last punishments by burning in Eng¬
land. -

1775.Colonel Daniel Boone, the Kentucky
pioneer, bognn to oroct tho fort of
BoonsboiOiigh at a salt lick, sixty
yards from the Kentucky, Hiver,

1789.First mooting of Congress under
the Federal Constltiiton.

'1804.All the territory ceded to the United
States by the State of Georgia, north
of the Mississippi territory and south
of Tennessee, was nnnexod to Mis¬
sissippi hy act. ¡it Congress.

1808.Russian ukaso prohibiting the In¬
troduction of British goods Into the
Russian ports.'

1810.State marriage of Napoleon Bona¬
parte with the 'Archduchess Maria
UduIso, of Austria, 'celebrated at St,
Cloud. The lSmporor caused a medal
to bo struck on the occasion, with
tho singular devine of love bearing
a thunderbolt,

1815.Prlnco Otto von Bismarck born.
1832.War broke out Détwoen tho. Whine-

bqfjo and other Inclín? tribes and th·
United States.

1843.John Armstrong, aged eighty-four,
'

dled-nt Red ??????,,?. Y. Ho was th·
,'-author' Qt the celebrated Newburglt
betters nnd a prominent soldier In
tho war of tho Resolution, and for

¦·' some timo .Secretara of War nnaep
President Madlsoni*}

1853.Santa Anna, arrived at Vera Cru»,
having been elected President of Mex¬
ico by tho vote of nineteen out of
twenty-live States.

10ÜJ.Kmperor Alexander, pf Russia, puh.
Jlshed a proclamutlon'utuioiinolng tho
signing of tliu treaty of peace with
England, France anÇ, Turkey, which
terminated the struggle botween Rii'i-

" sia on the one sido and' Knglnnd,
Franco and Turkey on the other.

18e4~-Churlos f.' A,nd01'HOii. .a 'New' York
arohlteot, was awarded -}75,00O for lila
plans for tho National Capitol dome
and extension,

1901.Sir John Stalner died.
1003.The award of the Coal .Strike Com-

mission wont Into effect in the anthra¬
cite region of Pennsylvania.

1IK}4--·Premier Combes, of France, ordered
the removal of religious emhlom· frota
the French courts ot juatio*,


